
Cycling as a 

city changer

Jaap Valkema

City of Groningen



the 

Netherlands

the 

Netherlands

Chester





Overview



Overview

b 235,000 inhabitants (50% is younger than 35)

b 6th largest city in the Netherlands

b 60,000 students

b catchment area of 1 million people



Political landscape
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Facts and figures

b more than 200 kilometre of special infrastructure

b some routes more than 20,000 (!) cyclists a day

b average distance within 10 minutes reach is 2.5    

kilometres (by car 1.6 kilometres)   



Modal split

Modal split in Groningen municipality Modal split to / from Groningen municipality
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Traffic Circulation

1977



City history: All traffic through City Centre



City history: All traffic through City Centre



City history: Traffic Circulation Plan 1977
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Vismarkt 1960õs

City history: All traffic through City Centre



Vismarkt 2019

City today : Pedestrian and cycling orientated



Grote Markt 1960õs

City history: All traffic through City Centre



Grote Markt 201 9

City today : Pedestrian and cycling orientated



1980õs

1980õs

1993: temporary closure

major road

City history: Major road in a green environment



2019

City today : Recreational value of a park



City today : Parking policy

City centre
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City today : Parking policy



Bicycle Strategy

2015-2025


















