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Overview

b 235,000 inhabitants (50% Iis younger than 35)
b 6% largest city in the Netherlands
b 60,000 students

b catchment area of 1 million people
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Political landscape
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Facts and figures

b more than 200 kilometre of special infrastructure
b some routes more than 20,000 (!) cyclists a day

b average distance within 10 minutes reach is 2.5
kilometres (by car 1.6 kilometres)
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Modal split
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Modal split to/from Groningen municipality

GRONINGEN
FIETSSTAD



< GRONINGEN
CYCLING CITY

GRONINGEN
FIETSSTAD


Groningen Fietsstad.mp4

Traffic Circulation
1977
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City history: All traffic through City Centre
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City history: Traffic Circulation Plan 1977
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City history: All traffic through City Centre
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City today : Pedestrian and cycling orientated
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City history: Major road in a green environment

Fietspad
- Voetpad

{dus niet brommaen)

- Speelplek/speelweide
%8 Ecologisch gebiad
{dmtsdwinger

- Hondenuitrenweide
{hionden miket-aangelljnd tosgasinan)

, Stinzenbeplanting/kruidenbaplanting
Restaurant
Muziekkoapal
Sikkenspoortje
Bushalte
Drinkwatarfontain
Urinair
Kurnstwerk

major road

Ewitser Neordepiantscen:

Gemasnia Geonngas

Dient Ruimssifios Ordeningconcmischa Zaken
Tolwfoen: D50 FPH0

= 1993: temporary closure







City today : Parking policy

l City centre
. Old quarters

New quarters
Suburbs

Business/industrial areas
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City today : Parking policy
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Bicycle Strategy
2015-2025
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CHALLENGES
FOR THE CITY

GRONINGEN GROWS

Aavelanmeaent T the it
ISVeIOPMCE O e C
Groningen grows. In a number of places we notice Conzequently we are faced with
that itis becoming busier all the time. There are the following urban challenge::
traffic jams on bicycle paths, long waiting times at
traffic lights and thers iz not enough bicycle parking. * Create good conditions
The result is more irritation and nuisance. In the for the growth of the city:
long term this could encourage more car uze and a * Keop the city accessible:
greater burden on public transport. Reduced access * Improve the health
and a less viable, heakthy and safe city is something of our citizens;
we don't want to see at all.  Ensure a viable and

economically vital city;
* Enzure a zafe city.
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Number of inhabitants
of the city of Groningen

ves.000 TP
Tac00 P14
580,000 TH1H1
#s.000 1111

Create good

conditions for the
growth of the city

The number of inhabtants of the cty of Groningen
has bean growing for years, but growth has
Increasaed strongly in the Last faw years in particular.
Wa surpassed 200,000 inhabtants in 2014, which
was much earlier than expected. Growth i likely

to continue during the coming years and we are
expectad to have 225,000 inhabitants by 2025.

At the same time the population of the region &
decreasing, and more people from the region travel
to the aity. They are looking for places to Ive, work or
to use the facilties.

Visitors come by train, bus or bicycle but often by car,
as a large part of our region is strongly dependent
on cars. However, the avadable space in Groningen
does not increase, which means it will be busier on
the roads.

Keep the city accessible

Wa reached strong agreamants to guarantea the city’s accessibilty. We are dealing with the southem crcular

road and are moving soma of it underground. We are also preparing the Main Radway Station for the future, creating
naw Park & Ride locations (P+R) and axpanding existing ones. Wa have also introduced a new top-quality public
transport network. We wish 10 retain struczural access and access during the completion of many major projects.
The bicycle can make an important contnbution, not just for the entre jJoumney, but also for shoner legs of the pumay.
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o 2000 160,000 paecple

Daily commute
. to and from the city 2071 185.000pe0ple
2020 215,000pc0ple
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Challenges for the city

Improve
the health
of our
inhabitants

Some of cur inhabtants have an unhaalthy Iifestyle
that can cause being overwaight and shorter Iife
axpactancy. An important and simple solution is to
have more exercse. Cychng is good for your health.

Cyding avery day is 3 natural way to maka sure you
have enough physical axercse. In Groningen wa are
conducting a lot of research into the relationships
batwean exercise and ageing (Healthy Ageing).

The city 15 ideal for this study, bacause axpenments
can be put into practice immadiatedy.

Agpact from baing haalthy, cyding Is socal too. Pacple
make contact mora easily whaen they are on a bicyde
and almost averybody has a bicycla. As the cheapest
moda of transport it & affordable for people who have
trouble linking in with sodety. A bicyde makes facilities
accaessible and can help to remova pacpla from their
social isolation. Peopla really do start to feel batter -
physically and mentally.

Number of zick day=
non-cyclist and cyclist

nen- cyclist

cyclist C&)

8.7 7.4

sick days sick days

ayear ayear
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Ensure a viable and

economically vital city

Abicyda is the cleanest, most silent and sustainabla
moda of transport; the CO_ emussions of a bicycle
are nil. Furthermore, £ & extremealy cost effectiva to
Irvast n a bicyde. Achiewing tha same CO, reduction
with public transport would require much graater
Investmants. 8y irvasting in cyding, you kill several
birds with ona stone. The ar quality improves, nose
nuisance reduces and the aty becomes mora attractve
for visitors on foot or on a bicyda. The greatast
econamic opportunities for Groningen ara in the
knowladge-intansiva economic sactors.

Knowledge-intensive economic sectors and institutes
are sealong each other out in attractive citias with a
flourshing cty centre, an axcting cultural dimate and a
high lewel of faciities. The spatial quality of Groningen
s therefora of the graatast aconomic importanca. it
attracts addtional visitors and that banefits tha retail
and hospitalty sectors. With 3 bicycla our city can ba
usad mora intersivaly and ramain attractiva at the sama
time. In short, good blcyda facilities are important to a
sustanabla economic devalopment of the city.
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Challenges for the city

i

The law protects cychsts aganst lability in traffic accdents.

E ns u re a We also striva to have s fow crossings as possible with

motonsed traffic. in a busier city, the number of crossing

B
safe clty mavements in the same Infrastructure increases. Thae march

of the pedelec and scooter increase the speed differences.

Gronngan is safe and wa want 1o keap it that way, evan In Therafore we are looking for solutions that separate bicycla
3 growing city. Socially safe, but physically safe t00. Safaty and car routes where necessary. Ths helps to deal with the
n particular maans that Dutch cyding policy - and the same differences n speed too. We do the lattar to gve additional
applias to the Groningen cyding policy - &5 5o successiul protaction to mone vidnerable cydists - children and elderly

comparad to other countries. acty for 810 80,
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OUR CYCLING
STRATEGY

WHAT DO WE WANT?

Cyding connects physically and socialfy; our
inhabitants value the quality of cycling and we want
to keap 1t that way. People like it when thay can
move quickly from A to B on a bicycdie. When they
can put thew bicyde away propery and feel safe.
Under those conditions the people of Groningen
will continue to use ther bicyde. However, cyding
IS not an am In 2541'{ £ a maans to anend - to
mowva about quickly and to stay vable, safe and
economically vitad as cay.

At the sama tima, it is getting busier in Groningen.
The space s more limited and the same applies to
financal resources. it goas without saying that we
will continue to improve the aosting bicyde network
with wider bicycle paths, new bicycle connections
and larger parking faciities. Howaver, a true
responsa to urban challenges requires us to make
an inportant choice - a change in scale - now.

This important cholkce means that wa need to

maka more use of the self-arganising and leaming
abinies of aur cydists. Wa provide quality impulsas,
offer altematives and try to influence behaviour.

We opt for support and encouragament, and

maost specfically not for sticter regulation. We
axpanment, discover what works and what doesn't
and adjust our measures accordingly. Innovative
solutions are paramount, for axample consider tha
combination of ICT and cycling - Smart Cycling City.
nnovaton can take us a step closer when traditional
solutions cease to be effectve

Five strategies

Our cyding strategy contains five strategies

We dardy each of them with ‘compass projects’,
projects that illustrate cleardy what owr strategies
mean in pra
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Our cycling strategy

i

STRATEGY |

THE BICYCLE COMES FIRST

\When we are incorporating new soatial developments we
think from the point of view of a cyclist right from the start.
After all, a bicycle is the most important mode of transport
inourcity and that deserves a safe and properly maintained
bicycle network. Just as important - traffic education for
children, elderly and other vulnerable road users.

For new spatial developmants we prepare a Bicycle
Effact Analysis. This guarantees that every urban
davalopment takes account of bicydes at an cardy
stagae.

COMPASS PROJECT: BICYCLE TUNNEL
AND UNDERGROUND BICYCLE PARKING
MAIN RAILWAY STATION

Our city is on the eve of ‘Groningen Spoorzone’,
a far-reaching infrastructural project for batter
access by train and bus. The most eye-catching
intervenntions take place at the Main Radway
Station. The station esoff will be refurbizhed and
will have a bicydle tunnel nuning undemeath

2k moans that an important méasing fink in our
bicycle network will be solved. The new bicycie
tunnel will help to break through the isolation
of the area just south of the railway station, and
that offars new opportunities for daveloping
that area. On the south side of the Main

Raiiway Station the bicycle tunnel will have an
underground bicycle parking for 5,000 bicycles.
Up to 2020 the total capacity around the Main
Railway Station will nse to 15,000 bioycles.

Manag and main in order

The main routes of the cyding netwark will have
priarity snow dearanca. Wa make sure thay stay clean
and safe. We will clear away glass and give prionty to
dealing with unevenness in tha road. We will parform
the work outside rush hour wham possible. We make
sura that all our main routes have good lighting
baecause of social safety. We also make sure that
inhabitants can report complaints aasdy - for axample
with an app caled MeldStad - about tha management
and maintenance of bicycle routes and bicyde faciities.

COMPASS PROJECT: HEATED BICYCLE PATHS

Groningen has good opportunities for using the
heat of the earth. For example, heating busy bicycie
paths to koep them free from snow sustainably

and naturally. Important companents of cur main
network have good oppovtunities for geotharmal
energy (heat from the earth) and thermal energy
from wastewatar (heat from the sewers).
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Onir cyefing stratugy

STRATEGY 2
A COHERENT
BICYCLE NETWORK

A bicycle contributes to intensive and sustainable use of our city.

Bicycles are also essential to our atiractiveness to businesses.

Goed bicycle connections to public transport hubs, to important

economic motors and to the region are also essential to the

Groningen economy. Therefore we charted the future bicycle
etwork in this strategy.

We secure its cohesion in two ways:

* By considering bicycle connections frem an integrated point of view. We do not approach
every bicycle path individually, but focus on cur bicycle netwerk from doorto door.
We focus on good connections between whers people are coming from and whers they
are going to. For example the Main Railway Station area, the city centre, the Zemike Campus,

the University Medical Center Groningen, the Martini Hospital and Europapark/Kempkanzberg.

* By approaching the bicycle az part of the entire transport chain. Mot every journey is suitable
for using a bicycls. Therefors we aim to use the bicycle for completing the last part of the
journay. If you travel from Amsterdam to Groningen, you'll arrive by train or car, but cycle to
the Grote Markt.

We distinguish the main network, focused on a quick cyclist who mowes through and a basic
network that provides access and is fine-meshed. We also charted the bottlenscks.

The main network

Thia main nabwark in Groningon consists of:

* Bicycle connechions betwean the mast impartant
commuting areas to and from the ciby;

s Tha Bicycle Routes Plus and the connedion
with Mearstad;

* Tha urban network consisting of the crty axes
and tha canal ring around the oy canbre.

Tha Bicyche Routes Plus ane intended to bring students
and commutars to and from the oy quididy ard
comfortably. These routes competa with cars. The city
anes go further imto the city towards the oty centre and
tha main economic motors. The comdort and speed of
the main network are not yet of the required quality,
particulary when we corsider developmants such as
the pedalec. That is why we want to widen tha main
mabwark, and baild top-quality bicydie paths and add
the missing links.

Separating bicycles and cars

Tradionally, bicycles infrastructure has always

bean laid naxt to car nfrastruchure. When cars and
bicydhes meet you oreate unsafe stuations and delays.
Tharafore wa choose 1o separate beoycle routes from
car infrastructura whoem possible. bn soma streats,
bicydes and car use do not combing wall.

In corsultation with tha inhabants, we will investigato
whather those streats could become a hicyda

straet’ (fietsstraat). Where thase typas of measures
ara not possible, we will provida traffic ights with
smart seftings to ensure they do not delay cydists
unrecassarily.

The basic network

The fing-mashed basic network s woswan into the
distnicts ard neighbourhoods of Groningen. The basic
mebtwork & important to arreee from home or woek
onto the man network. Bioycles and cars maat in the
basic bicyche network, whare it is often not possibla

to separate them but that is generally not necessary
arther. It does requine special atbention to traffic safaty
and the quality of stay.

Strengthening the bicycle in the mobility chain
Bicydhas form part of the total mobility chain. Many
people cyda for part of their journaey 1o or from the city;
wihearthar thery use a car, bus or train. Theay often park
their car in the districts or on business parks. We want
to offer a structural option o cpcle further into town
fram P+R bocations and raiksay statons.

Wa want to achiowa that people cpde for tha first or last
part of their ppumes We hope that this will reduce the
parking pressuna on the detricts.

2]

COMPASS PROJECT: PARK & BIKE AT ALL
P+R LOCATIONS AND RAILWAY STATIONS

Wa maks & more aftractie at sl Groningaen
P+R lbcavons snd stations to change from car,
train or bus to a bicycla. Wa will improve the
bicyche links from the P+R locations to the cify.
W will also providle public fransport bicyches
(O fiets) for commuters, combinad with bicycla
lockars and top-qualty bicycle parking. W are
ako considering ofarng pedaloecs.

Take opportunities during infrastructure projects
Over the coming years, the oty will have majar
infrastructune projocts. Durng these works wa wi
ancourage bicyche use. Wa am doing this togather with
Groningaen Berelkbaar, traffic infrastruchure board of the
northenn autharties and Groningen employoers. Whan
tha large projects have bean completed, wa want
peopha to continue opcling. Partioulardy for the first and
st part of thair journay 1o thair destnation. Wa aim to
achieve this with infrastructural modifications, biopcla
parking facilities and Smart Routes. & central aspect is
improwed use of the axisting infrastructure.

COMPASS PROJECT: ACCELERATE
BICYCLE ROUTE PLUS GROMINGEMN-HAREN

During the conversian of the southemn ciroular
road, the new Helperzoom tunnal will be
constructed. This nepdaces the axisting loval
croasing st Esporantostraat. Wie sém to prevent
that this produces an adaitional crossing for
cyclists who travel nortf. Tharafore we want

o build hare a Bigecle Route Plus alongside
the busy Helparzoom. The Heloman district
will bacome a 30 kmvh (20 mph) area. The
canversion of the southem circular road is a
good opparuniy fo scoslarade tha redasign of
Helperzoom and to bwild a Bicycie Route Plus
batwaen Groningen and Hanen.
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